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CONFIDENTIAL PORT OF SPAIN 2600 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PLOS, TD, US, OCON, FAO 

SUBJECT: WILLIAMS EXPRESSES CONCERN AT POSSIBLE UNILATERAL USG 
LEGISLATION ON LAW OF THE SEA 

1. T&T PRIME MINISTER DR. ERIC WILLIAMS DREW ME ASIDE AT RECEPTION BY 
JAPANESE TRADE GROUP LAST EVENING (OCT 17) TO EXPRESS HIS DISMAY 

AT LEARNING U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES HAD PASSED UNILATERAL 
LEGISLATION EXTENDING USG JURISDICTION OVER 200-MILE RESOURCE 
AREA OFF OF AMERICAN COASTS. 

2. PRIME MINISTER TOOK NOTE OF MY COMMENT THAT LEGISLATION NOT YET 
PASSED BY SENATE AND THAT EXECUTIVE BRANCH WAS OPPOSED TO UNILATERAL 
LEGISLATION PENDING CONCLUSION OF MULTILATERAL LOS TREATY. I 

ADDED, HOWEVER, THAT ACUTE U.S. CONCERN AT OVER-FISHING IN ATLANTIC 
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COASTAL AREAS, COUPLED WITH SOME FEELING WITHIN CONGRESS THAT 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


LOS NEGOTIATIONS WERE NOT MOVING RAPIDLY ENOUGH TOWARD CONCLUSION 
OF AN OVERALL TREATY, HAD LED TO INCREASED PRESSURES FOR INTERIM 
LEGISLATION. 

3. WILLIAMS SAID THAT HE WAS NOT CONCERNED ONLY AT DIRECT 
EFFECT OF THE POTENTIAL U.S. ACTION ON THE CARIBBEAN, SINCE HE 
UNDERSTOOD OUR PRIMARY CONCERN WAS FOR THE ATLANTIC COAST 
FISHERIES AND HE PRESUMED THAT IN THE SHORT RUN AN ACCOMMODATION 
COULD BE MADE WITH CARIBBEAN STATES WHICH WOULD NOT CREATE 

TOO MANY PROBLEMS. HIS MORE OVERRIDING CONCERN WAS THAT UNILATERAL 
LOS ACTION BY USG WOULD BE COMPLETELY DESTABILIZING PRECEDENT. 

HE SAID PROSPECTS FOR PERSUADING STATES SUCH AS MEXICO AND 
GUATEMALA NOT QUICKLY TO FOLLOW SUIT WERE VIRTUALLY NIL, AND 
HE FORESAW SERIOUS NEW AND DIFFICULT ISSUES BEING CREATED FOR 
CARIBBEAN AREA AS WELL AS A SETBACK IN THE IMPORTANT MOMENTUM 
TOWARD A BASIC INTERNATION LOS TREATY. 

4. HE INFORMED ME THAT HIS CONCERN AT PROLIFERATION OF UNILATERAL 
ACTIONS WAS SO GREAT THAT HE WOULD RAISE THIS ISSUE 

IN GENERAL TERMS IN HIS OPENING ADDRESS AT FAO CONFERENCE ON 
WESTERN ATLANTIC FISHERIES MONDAY OCT 20. 

RICH 
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